The Book of 2 Corinthians
Discussion/Reflection Questions

Chapter 1
There was purpose in the afflictions of Paul. Paul experienced the comfort of God and
as a result was able to comfort others, with the comfort he had received. The word
comfort here means to lessen the sadness of someone and strengthen them with hope.
Not only is God our comforter in difficult times, but he wants to use us to be a comfort
to others. There is purpose behind our pain, but we must first be humble enough to
admit that we need the comfort of God, in order to receive it. Do you need God’s
comfort today? Ask him for it. Then name a time when you were hurting, and God
comforted and strengthened you. How did God do that? And in what ways can you be
a comfort to someone else?
Chapter 2
Paul emphasized the importance of the church forgiving and loving someone who had
fallen into sin and then repented. In verse 10, he warns the church to be aware of the
schemes of Satan. Satan likes to use a person’s mistakes along with the condemnation
of believers, to ruin a person who could be experiencing freedom, love, joy, peace,
victory and fellowship.
Are you aware of the enemy’s tactics? Do not be fooled. We become tools in the hands
of Satan, when we will not extend love to someone who has sought forgiveness. Now
that you are aware of this device that the enemy uses, can you think of someone who
needs your love reaffirmed to them? How can you be used by God to show them love
this week?

Chapter 3
Within the trinity, there is God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. They
are three in one. Verse 17 tells us that the Lord is Spirit and where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is freedom. Because of Christ’s death on the cross, we have direct access to
God the Father and the Holy Spirit inside of us. We are never alone. He both guides
and comforts us and has freed us from our sin and the law.
The freedom that comes from the Lord is not a freedom to disobey God. That is a
twisted freedom rather than a spirit filled freedom. The freedom that comes from the
Lord is a freedom from the need to strive or despair over our sin. We can rest in the
Lord and live forgiven and free. Are you living free? Do you take advantage of the
freedom the Spirit has given you? In what area are you not free and you need to be
freed? Pray and ask the Lord to help you live free.

Chapter 4
Life is short. All of the affliction we suffer here on earth is but for a moment in
comparison to eternity. Until we understand the eternal weight of glory (v.17), we will
not be able to see our afflictions as light. When we focus on what we see and on the
temporary things of this world, life can feel unbearably hard. But when we consider the
unseen world and heaven that awaits us, our troubles here on earth come into better
perspective.
Sometimes our struggles can make us sad, bitter, angry, resentful and simply miserable.
The more we think about our problems, the bigger they become, but the more we
consider the hope that awaits us in heaven, the stronger we become. Is there something
troubling you today? How does taking your focus off of that problem and focusing on
the unseen world that awaits you, give you hope and strength to press on through the
hard times?
Chapter 5
No matter who you are – if you are born again, you are more than just forgiven – you
are changed! Just as God created the world, he recreates us into a new creation. Each
day as we grow closer to him, he changes our hearts desires and fills us with his love,
joy and peace.
Religion can change our behavior but a genuine relationship with God changes our
heart. How has God changed your life? What old things have you left behind and
what new things has he done in your life?

Chapter 6
Paul called on the church to separate themselves from the world. This did not mean
that they were not to love and minister to unbelievers, but he wanted them to be on
guard against their ungodly influence. We need to be in the world but not of the world.
Is there an ungodly bond in your life that needs to be broken? Romans 12:2 tells us, to
not be conformed to the world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Examine your friendships, your music, movie, book and social media choices. What are
some of the ungodly influences in your life that you need to separate yourself from and
why?
Chapter 7
Not all sorrow over sin is godly sorrow. Some are only sorry because they got caught.
But godly grief produces genuine repentance. Repentance is more evident through the
actions it produces, than it is through someone’s words or tears. Godly sorrow leads to
sweet forgiveness, while worldly sorrow leads to regret, bad consequences and death.
Our sorrow over sin does not feel good but it is good for us because it leads to
repentance. Pause and consider, when was the last time you grieved over your sin? Is
there sin in your life that you need to repent of? Write a prayer of repentance below.
Chapter 8
Paul wanted the Corinthian church to not just excel in faith, speech, knowledge and
love but in giving as well. They may have had good intentions about giving but he
wanted them to put action to their good intentions. Giving is an act of grace, that comes
from God. God is the one who gives to us, so that we can give to others. Our
generosity shows the work of God in our lives.
Sometimes we think of those who give financial support to ministries as people who are
taking a short cut because they don’t want to roll up their sleeves and do the dirty
work. But that is not how God sees it. Giving shows the grace of God at work in a
believer’s life. Are you generous? Is there someone in need that you could help today?
Is there a ministry or missionary that could use your support? Do not worry about the
size of the gift. God looks at the heart. What changes do you need to make, so that you
can put action to your good intentions and excel in the grace of giving?

Chapter 9
God is a cheerful giver and he wants us to be like him and give cheerfully as well. The
word cheerful here means hilarious or to be happy. God does not want us to give
reluctantly or from outward pressure but instead to be happy givers.
When we give our offering, it should not feel like a tax that is forced. Instead, it should
come from the overflow of a happy heart. This verse does not say that God loves when
you give but that he loves a cheerful giver. God is looking at your heart. Now consider
your bank account and the money that you have recently spent. Usually, how we
spend our money reveals the things we love. Matthew 6:21 says, “For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” When was the last time you gave to the Lord?
Are you a cheerful giver?
Chapter 10
Though we live in the flesh, the war of the mind is not against flesh but against spiritual
strongholds. There are those who argue and debate the truth of God, who give their
lofty opinions. They come against God in our minds. Our flesh is powerless against the
enemies lies, so we must take every thought captive and make it obedient to Christ.
Paul tells the Corinthian church to take “every” thought captive. Pause for a moment
and reflect on your thoughts – take them captive. What ungodly opinions and
arguments have you come up against lately? Have you struggled with fear, bitterness,
anger, lust, greed, jealousy or other sinful thoughts? What thoughts or lies have you
held on to, that need to be changed and made obedient to Christ?
Chapter 11
There are some in the church who will disguise themselves as servants of God, but they
are really false teachers. They may have a good appearance, but they are not of God.
Instead, they are like Satan who disguises himself as an angel of light. Satan knows that
believers love the light. We love goodness and truth so he doesn’t present himself as
dark and evil, but instead as an angel of light, so people will be drawn to his lies.
We need to beware of accepting preachers, teachers, authors and speakers just based on
their outward appearance or eloquent speech. Some follow false teachers and end up
deceived because they do not know God’s word. We need to study the Word, so we
can discern between what is true and what is false. How are you making sure you are
not following a false teacher? Are you careful to examine a new preacher, teacher or
author to be sure they are not a false teacher?

Chapter 12
Paul had a “thorn in the flesh” to keep him from becoming prideful and to keep him
dependent on God. He said that it came from Satan, but God used it for good. The
Lord was more concerned with his power being displayed through Paul’s weakness,
than with removing the thorn. Instead of removing it, God gave Paul more grace and
more strength to keep going.
We do not know if Paul’s thorn was physical, spiritual or emotional, but we do know
that it hurt, and that Paul had prayed and asked the Lord to remove it. God allowed
him to suffer with this thorn, so that God’s power would be seen through his weakness.
Do you have a thorn in your life that has humbled you and been used by God to reveal
his power in your weakness? How have you experienced God’s grace in the midst of
your suffering?
Chapter 13
In Paul’s final words to the Corinthians, he tells them to rejoice. They should have joy
because they have a relationship with the living God. He encourages them to comfort
one another, agree with one another and live in peace with one another. All of these
things take two to accomplish and so he challenged them to do their part. And then
finally, he reminded them to always remember that the God of love and peace is with
them. They are not alone.
As we close out our study in the book of 2 Corinthians, I want to encourage you to first
rejoice. Choose joy and be glad that you have a relationship with God. Then consider,
are you doing your part in the church to comfort other believers? How could you do
this more? And are you doing your part to live in peace with other believers? It may be
difficult, but it is good and pleasing to the Lord. God is with you and he loves you.
Keep walking with the King!

