The Book of Isaiah 44-66
Discussion/Reflection Questions

Chapter 44
Isaiah 43 ends with God warning his people of coming judgement and Isaiah 44 opens
with God inviting his people to turn back to him. In their foolishness, they had turned
to handmade idols. And the Lord, the King of Israel said: “I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.” An idol has a beginning because someone has to make it and
it has an ending – it may break or get old, but God is self-existing with no beginning
and no end. There is no god like our God!
In Revelation 1:8, Jesus says he is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. He
is eternal, all powerful and worthy of all of our worship. Our God is a solid rock and
foundation to build our life upon. But sometimes we can be tempted to take our focus
and trust off of God and put it onto other things. An idol can be anything or anyone
that takes the place of God in our lives. It may be a sinful thing, but it could actually be
a good thing as well. Is there anything in your life that is pulling you away from God?
Has it become an idol? Confess it now to the Lord and renew your steadfast love to
God.
Chapter 45
Isaiah prophesied 200 years before Cyrus was even born that he would be the deliverer
of Israel. God sovereignly planned to raise him up and use him for his purposes and
his plans. Over and over this passage focuses on how God is the creator, and he is in
control of all things. There is no other God in all the earth. He alone saves and all we
must do to be saved is to simply turn to him and repent and believe.
God created the heavens and the earth, and he also created salvation and righteousness.
He made both the physical and spiritual world – the seen and unseen. He is the Lord
and there is no other God but him. How does your faith grow when you consider how
great, mighty and sovereign your God is? In what area of your life do you need to trust
him more?

Chapter 46
God named and called out the false gods that had failed to save Israel. The Babylonian
gods had been humiliated and taken into captivity. While these idols had to be carried
by the people as they rode on their donkeys into captivity, the God of Israel made it
clear that he both carries and delivers his people.
God will never leave you. He made you. He will carry you and save you. From your
birth into old age, he is completely faithful. How have you experienced God carrying
you in in the past? How does it encourage you to be reminded that in the future, when
you are gray haired and old in age, he will continue to carry you?

Chapter 47
Babylon was proud of their defeat of Judah and Jerusalem, but Babylon did not know
that God was allowing them to win because he was using them to judge his people.
They had grown prideful, so God turned and humbled Babylon. As Isaiah watches
God at work saving his people and bringing Babylon low, he praises God as the Lord of
Hosts, the Holy One of Israel.
Isaiah calls God their redeemer. He paid the price for his people. Isaiah calls God the
Lord of Hosts. He is powerful in battle. And Isaiah calls God the Holy One of Israel.
He is pure and righteous and all he does is good. He is worthy of all praise. In what
area of your life has God blessed you with a talent, success or something good? Are
you ever tempted to be prideful about this and in what ways? How does remembering
that it is God who deserves the praise for the gifts and talents you have been given,
humble you?

Chapter 48
God used affliction to refine Israel for his name sake. A refiner uses very high
temperatures to heat metal, so he can purify the metal and skim the debris off of the
top. In the same way, the affliction God brought on Israel purified them and helped to
remove their sin.
God knows it is for our good that we would be close to him and obey him. He created
us to know him, love him and praise him. So, when we rebel against him, not only does
it displease God, but God knows it is not what is best for us. His love for us, motivates
him to refine us. When in your life has God put you through a refining fire? Now that
it’s over, how can you see that God was lovingly doing what was best for you?
Chapter 49
God’s love and care for his people is greater than that of a nursing mother. He will not
forget them. He says his people are engraved on the palm of his hands. This engraving
is referring to a mark that cannot be erased. This was fulfilled through the scars on
Jesus’ hands. After Jesus died on the cross, he showed his nail scarred hands to
Thomas. (John 20:27). There is no greater picture of God’s love than this!
Do you ever feel forgotten by God? Isaiah felt this way in Isaiah 40:27, when he said he
felt hidden from the Lord. David felt this way many times in the book of Psalms. Even
Jesus cried out on the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew
27:46). Friends, God never forgets you! He is always with you and is completely
faithful. In what area of your life are you tempted to doubt God? Write a prayer below
asking God to help you trust him more.
Chapter 50
In Isaiah 50:6, Isaiah prophesied of the suffering that Jesus would endure as he was
beaten and spit on. Jesus gave his back to those who struck him. With his face set like
flint, Jesus endured the humiliation of the cross and gave himself voluntarily for you
and me. Is there any greater love?
Despite the extreme suffering Jesus was about to face, he did not waver. He was
determined to fulfill God’s plan and mission for him. Friends, the race God has marked
out for us takes perseverance. On hard days, we must press on with our face set like
flint, to complete our calling. In what areas have you grown tired and weary? How
does remembering what Christ has suffered for you, give you the strength to press on
no matter what the cost?

Chapter 51
Three times in this chapter the Lord says to his people, “Listen to me.” They were
discouraged and he wanted them to pay attention, so he could comfort them. He
wanted them to be reminded of how he had worked in the past through just one man
alone, Abraham. God kept his promises to him and multiplied him and he would keep
his promises to them too.
The enemy likes to use discouragement of God’s people to cause us to not trust in him.
But we are encouraged when we remember the amazing work he has done in our own
life and the lives of others. God is the same yesterday, today and forever and he is at
work in our lives even when we don’t see it. He is a promise keeping God. Are you
discouraged right now? Think back to a time when you saw God at work in your own
life or in the life of a friend and write about it below. Take comfort in knowing that the
same God, who was at work in the past, is at work in your life now. Do not let the
enemy discourage you. God sees you and he loves you.
Chapter 52
This passage begins with a celebration telling Zion to wake up, put on strength and put
on their beautiful garments. The time of judgement is over. God has shown his holy
arm before all the nations. The other nations who oppressed them have been brought
low and it is time for rejoicing and singing. They are called to depart and separate from
Babylon for the sake of purity and God goes with them – both before and behind them.
Just as God called his people to depart and live separate from the Babylonians, God has
called us to separate from the world. Though we are to love the lost and reach out to
them with the gospel, for purity sake, we are not to do as they do. We need to live in
the world but not be of the world. We must always remember that God is with us. His
presence goes before and behind us. We are not alone even when we are standing alone
for truth. Is there a relationship in your life that the enemy has used to pull you away
from the Lord? Maybe it’s not a person but rather someone you follow on social media,
music you listen to or a book you are reading. It’s time to depart and separate yourself
from that thing that is tempting you. Write a prayer below asking the Lord to give you
the strength to follow him in this area.

Chapter 53
Isaiah prophesied of the coming Messiah. He anticipated a Messiah that would suffer
and be rejected. He would not have a physical beauty that would cause people to
desire him. Like a lamb to the slaughter, he would be oppressed and afflicted, yet not
open his mouth. He would bear our grief and sorrows and be crushed for our
iniquities. By his wounds we would be healed.
Oh, what a wonderful Savior Jesus is! Isaiah said that the coming Messiah would not
have a form of physical beauty that would make people desire him. Our culture puts far
more value on physical beauty than God does. Jesus did not use the benefit of good
looks to attract people to him. Sometimes in the church we are tempted to present the
gospel in fancy ways to draw unbelievers. While it’s good to carefully present the
gospel in the clearest way possible, it is not necessary to go over the top. How does
knowing that Jesus did not use his outer appearance to attract people to him, free you
from the pressure to speak eloquently when giving the gospel? How does knowing that
God does not value physical beauty the same way man does, free you from the pressure
to pursue physical beauty the way the world does?
Chapter 54
As the Lord restores Israel, he comforts them and promises to never forsake them. He is
their maker, their husband, the Lord of hosts, the Holy One, their redeemer and the
God of the whole earth. Like a woman who is barren or a wife who has been deserted,
he removes their shame. He promises his people peace and protection.
Israel was not only taken captive by their enemies, but they were disgraced and
humiliated. God not only released them from captivity, but he also removed their
disgrace and humiliation, and he gave them the greatest gift of all --- himself. Is there
an area of your life where you have been embarrassed or humiliated? Satan is the
father of lies and he wants you to live in the shadow of shame rather than freedom. The
God of the whole earth, who is your maker, loves you deeply and has removed all of
your past sin and shame. In what area of your life has the enemy taken you captive? Do
not let the enemy destroy you any further. Today is the day you must give this to God
and start living in freedom.

Chapter 55
God’s thoughts and ways are so much higher than ours. God does not think the way
we think or act the way we act. The difference between our ways and his ways is the
distance between the heavens and the earth. That’s a big difference! When he speaks, it
accomplishes what it is supposed to accomplish. His word is powerful and does not
return empty. It never fails to accomplish his intended purpose.
Sometimes it is hard to understand God. I’m embarrassed to admit that there are times
I have prayed and been frustrated that God did not take my advice as to how he could
solve a problem of mine. But his perspective, his plans, his purposes and his will are so
much greater than ours. This should not discourage us but rather comfort us. We can
trust him. What has studying God’s word accomplished in your life? How does
considering the great wisdom and power of God and his thoughts, ways and word help you trust him more?
Chapter 56
God wanted his house to not just be a house of prayer for his people but also for
foreigners as well. Israel had not considered that God’s love would spread to those
outside their borders. Their years of captivity and pain at the hands of foreigners led
them to believe that only they were accepted, and all others would be rejected. But
Isaiah tells them that the foreigners burnt offerings and sacrifices would be accepted
too.
I am so thankful that the Lord accepts the outcasts and foreigners because that means
he accepts me! In Matthew 21:13 we see the anger of Jesus displayed when the outer
courts of the temple, which is the only place where the Gentiles could pray, had been
turned into a marketplace. Jesus quotes Isaiah 56:7 when he says: “It is written, My
house shall be called a house of prayer, but you make it a den of robbers.”
Jesus made a way for both you and me to be acceptable in the sight of the Lord. God’s
design and purpose for his house is that it would be a place of worship and prayer for
all. Are you a member of a local church? Do you attend regularly and pray there? If
not, I encourage you to find a local church this week. If you are a regular, who is
someone who may be a bit of an outcast or a foreigner that you could invite to church?

Chapter 57
God, in his great love and mercy, heals and restores. He gives peace to those both far
and near, to the Gentiles and the Jews. But the wicked are like a tossing sea that cannot
be quieted. The moving waters toss up mire and dirt. There is no peace for the wicked.
When we examine the lives of those who are not honoring God, it can appear as though
they have a life of peace and rest. But Jesus told us in John 14:27, that he gives us a
peace that the world cannot give. This world can offer peace on a good day but it’s an
illusion because the very next day something can change, and that peace can be lost.
Those who seek peace from the world will find that they have to continually exhaust
themselves pursuing it or participate in wickedness to get that peace and maintain it.
The pursuit of “happiness” from the world can lead to wickedness. In what ways have
you sought to find peace and rest from the world? How has this type of peace fallen
short? How is the peace that God has given you different than the world’s peace?
Chapter 58
Isaiah compares two types of fasting. One is hollow, empty and for show. The people
did the right things with the wrong heart. They appeared spiritual but under the
surface they were full of selfishness. The Lord did not answer their prayers. Then he
compares this type of fasting with those who are sincere and seek to honor God.
Pleasing God began with how they treated others. He says when they feed the hungry,
give to the poor, care for those in their family and help the oppressed, God would hear
and answer their prayers. Blessings would be poured out on them, as their gloom
would be turned to joy. God would be their guide and strengthen them.
Pleasing God begins with how we treat others. Have you ever considered that how you
love others can affect your prayer life? Isaiah shows us that when we pour our lives out
for others, the darkness in our own lives begins to lift. How have you experienced joy
in the past, when you have cared for the needs of the hungry, poor or oppressed? Have
you struggled with unanswered prayers and felt down and discouraged lately?
Consider, taking your eyes off of your own problems today and reaching out to
someone in need who has it worse off. Be the answer to their prayers.

Chapter 59
Isaiah starts out chapter 59 with the word “behold”. Behold means to pause and focus
your thoughts. Observe this truth. The Lord’s hand is not too short to save or ear too
dull to hear. We have an all-powerful sovereign God, and he can hear just fine. The
problem was their sin. Their sin had separated them from God. As a result, God’s face
felt hidden from them and it felt like he was not hearing them.
Do you ever feel like God is hidden? Or like you are praying but God is not hearing
you? God is with you. He will never leave you nor forsake you (Hebrews 13:5).
Because of Jesus’ death on the cross and his payment for our sins, we are forgiven and
no longer separated from God. But sin in our lives can break our fellowship with God.
It lures us away from his heart and as a result we may reap what we have sown. We
may miss out on blessings or reap painful consequences and it can feel like God is far
away. Is there sin in your life you need to confess? Have you been tempted to blame
God for a difficult circumstance in your life that your own sin has caused? God is near
and he hears your every prayer. Confess your sin today. Jesus loves you.
Chapter 60
For the last two chapters we have seen God’s people wrestle with darkness. But now,
in chapter 60, the light has come and so God tells his people to rise and shine! In verse
19, he says that one day, the sun shall be no more for the Lord will be our everlasting
light. The sun will no longer need to go down and they’ll be no need for the moon. We
will live in light forever. This prophecy is also given in Revelation 21:22-23, where John
speaks of the New Jerusalem and he says: “And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is
the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it,
for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.”
We are so used to our lives being divided into night and day. But one day in heaven,
there will be no more night. It will always be daytime. We will have no need for a place
of worship because God’s presence will always be with us. What a great hope this is!
The light of the world has come and so now, we must walk in the light. Are you
shining so others can see that you are walking in the light? In what ways is your walk
with God evident in your lifestyle?

Chapter 61
Isaiah begins this chapter prophesying about the coming Messiah. In Luke 4:16-22, Jesus
stood up in the synagogue, opened the scroll to Isaiah 61 and read this exact passage.
Then he said, “today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Jesus was sent to bring good news to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, and to free
those oppressed by sin. It says in verse 3, that he gives those who are mourning - a
beautiful headdress instead of ashes. Life can be very difficult sometimes. We live in a
harsh world where unfair things happen, hearts are broken and loved ones are lost. But
in the midst of our pain and sorrow, God is there with us. He wants to bring beauty
from our ashes and set us free. Do you feel stuck today in sin or pain or sorrow? What
is causing you to feel this way? Write a prayer below giving your pain to Jesus – ask
him to restore you and exchange beauty for your ashes.
Chapter 62
God loves his people so very much. They are a precious crown of beauty to him. Zion’s
coming salvation would reveal that they were not a forsaken people and like a
bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so God rejoices over his people.
God doesn’t just love his children; he rejoices over them. This is also written in
Zephaniah 3:17, where it says: The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will
save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you
with loud singing.”
Just as we sing and rejoice in the Lord, God sings. Can you imagine God singing? And
can you imagine God singing because he is rejoicing over you? I don’t think we can
fully comprehend the depth of God’s love for us and we underestimate the joy he takes
in us. But Zephaniah says his love quiets us. How does knowing God sings and
rejoices over you, quiet you?

Chapter 63
God is not only mighty to save; he is mighty to judge. He alone is the only one who can
judge, and he judges to avenge his redeemed. Isaiah recounts the Lord’s great mercy
and steadfast love, even while they are in exile. He is a loving father who felt their pain
with them but even in his great mercy, they rebelled against him. Their hearts were
hard, and they turned against him.
God’s love is steadfast. That means his love for us is faithful, loyal and sure. He is a
covenant keeping God who keeps his word to us. Even when we are at our lowest, his
love for us is unwavering. Take a moment to recount God’s steadfast love for you.
Write below about a time when you turned your back on God or disobeyed him and
you experienced his mercy and steadfast love. Then praise him for his love toward you
in both the good and bad times.
Chapter 64
Isaiah begs God to come down from heaven and make his presence known. He wants
him to intervene with his great power. From the beginning of the world, no eye has
seen, or ear has heard of a God like Israel’s God. He knows that God blesses those who
wait for him, but he also knows that God only answers the prayer of the righteous and
Israel had sinned.
Waiting on God to work in our lives is hard. It is tempting to try to intervene with our
own ideas and plans and get ahead of God. We know that he is all powerful and can
help us but when he doesn’t, it can be hard to wait for God. Think of a time when you
waited on God and you saw him work things out for you. Now consider, what area of
your life are you currently waiting on God? Take strength in knowing that God has
done it before, and he will do it again. Trust him as you wait.

Chapter 65
We see at the start of chapter 65 those who were not seeking God, find God. Isaiah was
speaking of the Gentiles. Paul quotes Isaiah 65:1 in Romans 10:20, as he speaks of
Gentiles being grafted into the family of God. God’s plan of salvation for all the nations
is beautiful and one day he will make a new heaven, a new earth and a new Jerusalem.
Then, Isaiah describes the millennial kingdom as he moves from one time frame to
another. During this time, there will be such closeness with God that he will answer his
people before they even call out to him.
Isaiah gives us such a wonderful promise of a glorious future with the Lord. Our God
is omniscient and all knowing. He knows our every thought and word before we speak
it. He hears all of our prayers. He responds to our cries when we callout to him. And
though he may not always answer the way we hope he would, we can trust that he is
working all things out for our good and his glory. How does it make you feel to know
that he knows your every thought and word before you speak it? Does that make you
cringe, or does that comfort you? Consider how close God’s presence is to you right
now and rest in his love and care for you today.
Chapter 66
As the book of Isaiah closes, we see the Lord on his throne in heaven, sovereign over all
the earth. He gives peace to his people like a flowing river and he speaks gently and
tenderly to his children, like a mother would. In the end, God triumphs as the nations
are judged and his people are redeemed. The book has a sober ending as Isaiah gives a
contrast between those who worship God and those who rebelled and will suffer
eternal judgement.
God chose the picture of a mother to explain his comfort and care for his people. While
a father can be a comforter, there is something special about the comfort of a nursing
mother to her child. In John 14:26, Jesus says he has given us the Holy Spirit as a
comforter. He is with us and never leaves us. Is there an area in your life where you
are in need of comfort? God is with you. Give him your pain and sorrow. Lean hard
on him today. He loves you so much.
Keep walking with the King.

